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their wealth elsewhere, and interesting themselves but little
in the welfare of Florence. Instead of this, they so thoroughly
made themselves one with Florence that her history and their^
are bound up together. They gloried in her glory; they in-
creased it in countless ways, and they so completely identified
themselves with all that does honour to Florence that it is
herself she would most honour in honouring them.

To obliterate their memory from Florence is impossible.
Well chosen was their motto "Semper" which the earlier mem-
bers of the family adopted.110 Wherever we turn in that city
reminiscences of them confront us. The Medici Palace, the
home of their earlier days, still stands, solemn and grand, as
when it was "the hotel of the princes of the whole woild" and
memorable for much else besides. Castello speaks to us of
Maria Salviati and her gallant soldier husband. The Piazza
Sta Trinita with its grave column of Justice, the Ponle
Vecchio with its strange "Passaggio," and the broad sweep
of the Ponte Sta. Trinita, bring to oui minds the iron-handed
but capable ruler Cosimo I The Boboli gardens ate eloquent
of Eleonoia di Toledo and her band of healthy children. The
spacious Pitti Palace, the home of the family's later days, is
still the royal residence of Tuscany as when the beautiful
Isabella danced and sang and led all social functions there.
The great mausoleum reminds us ol Ferdinand I and his
prophetic speech. Poggio Imperiale, and the pictures in the
long gallery over the Arno, recall Maria Maddalena, with
her accomplished sisters-in-law Eleonora, Caterina, and
Claudia, and her lively daughters, Maria Cristina, Mar-
gherita, and Anna. In the Uffizi and Pitti Galleries we are
surrounded by mementoes of the three talented brothers, Fer-
dinand II, Giovanni Carlo, and Leopold. And everywhere in
crowded museums and galleries we see pictures, statues,
bronzes, gems, vases, inlaid tables, costly cabinets, and other
objects of art innumerable, every one of which has been